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25 April 2008 
 
 
To:       Pastor Jerry Dusing, 

The President, Siding Injil Borneo Church in Sabah 
P. O. Box 12306, 
88825 Kota Kinabalu, 
SABAH 
 

 
Ref:  Support for the right of all churches especially indigenous  

churches in using “Allah” to refer to the Almighty God  
 
 
Dear Pastor Jerry Dusing,  
 
Greetings and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee of CFM, allow me first to thank you for sharing with us 
of the plight of grassroots congregations in East Malaysia in having to deal with governmental 
and administrative actions which impinges on the right of freedom of religion including the 
severe and unfair restrictions imposed by government authorities on the use of the word “Allah”, 
n Bible translations, in worship, and in Christian publications. 
 
The right of every person to profess and practice his or her own religion and to propagate his or 
her faith is protected by the provision in Article 11 of our Federal Constitution.  Therefore 
intrinsic in this right to profess and practice our faith is the right to use Christian publications 
including the Bible, which has been translated in faithfulness in communicating God’s Word 
effectively in every generation, in the preferred language of our congregations. 
 
As CFM’s position on the issue has remained consistent, the Executive Committee at its meeting 
on 30th January 2008, had decided to re-affirm and re-issue the statement of the Heads of 
Churches made in Kuching in 1989 in regard to the right to use Bahasa Malaysia in the life and 
witness of our Churches and Christian organizations notwithstanding the restrictions sought to be 
imposed by governmental and administrative actions. It would be expedient to have that 
“Kuching Declaration” distributed far and wide, so that all congregations, especially rural 
congregations in East Malaysia would be aware of the CFM stand on the matter. 
 
We have called on churches to say the Benediction in Bahasa Malaysia with the word “Allah” 
referring to God during worship services to impress upon all congregations that we shall without 
fear or favour continue to use “Allah”. 
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e with this lettter our posiition is clear to your Chuurch and all cchurches in our country.. 

a Allah berkaati kita dan mmenolong kaami berkhutbbah dengan jjelas dan dallam kebebassan.”  

ncerely in Chhrist, 

Dr. Paul Tan Chee Ing, SSJ 
n 

e Kuching DDeclaration 
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