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20 April 2019  

  
CFM MEDIA STATEMENT 

 

CFM URGES AUTHORITIES TO LEAVE NO STONE UNTURNED  
TO LOCATE WITH URGENCY AMRI CHE MAT AND RAYMOND KOH     

 
 

The Christian Federation of Malaysia has viewed with grave concern for more 

than 2 years all developments relating to the “enforced disappearance” of 
Raymond Koh on 13.02.2017 and Amri Che Mat on 24.11.2016.  
 

Complaints with regard to these disappearances as well as the 
disappearance of Joshua Hilmy and his wife Ruth Sitepu presented by Suara 

Rakyat Malaysia on behalf of their families to SUHAKAM resulted in the 
setting up on 5.10.2017 of a Panel for the conduct of a Public Inquiry by 
SUHAKAM. Established by the Malaysian Parliament under the Human Rights 

Commission Act 1999, SUHAKAM is empowered to inquire, on its own motion 
or on a complaint made to it by an aggrieved person or group of persons or 
a person acting on behalf of an aggrieved person or group of persons, into 
an allegation of infringement of human rights.   
 

Having received extensive direct and circumstantial evidence, examining 
police officers, eye witnesses, representatives from religious authorities and 
private persons, SUHAKAM concluded on 3.4.2019 that Amri Che Mat and 

Raymond Koh were victims of "enforced disappearance" as defined in the 
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance 2016.  
 
Although Malaysia is not a signatory to this Convention, SUHAKAM was 

guided by its definition of "enforced disappearance" as "the arrest, 
detention, abduction or other deprivation of liberty by agents of the State or 
by persons or groups of persons acting with the authorization, support or 
acquiescence of the State, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the 
deprivation of liberty or concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the 
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disappeared person which place such a person outside the protection of the 
law".  
 
In its Decision, SUHAKAM concluded that the direct and circumstantial 
evidence received provides proof, on a balance of probabilities, that Amri 

Che Mat and Raymond Koh were both abducted by State agents, namely, 
the Special Branch, Bukit Aman, Kuala Lumpur. 
 

Now that this has been established by SUHAKAM, immediate action must be 
taken to investigate the Special Branch, Bukit Aman, Kuala Lumpur and to 

secure the release of Amri Che Mat and Raymond Koh. Any allegations of 
any breach by either of them of any law can be investigated and due process 
pursued in accordance with the Rule of Law but they must be produced 

immediately. 
 
The "enforced disappearance" of persons regardless of their race, religion or 

beliefs, violates their right to life, liberty, security, their right to due process 
of the law, their right to be heard, and their right to face their accusers in a 

fair and public trial and to defend themselves. All of these are fundamental 
core values in a democratic society.   
 

When the foundations of a civilised society and the basic elements of legal 
order are jeopardised by acts of "enforced disappearance" and a blatant 
disregard for the Rule of Law, our system of government and justice, will  
eventually collapse. Entrusted with responsibility for the protection and 
upholding of the rights of the rakyat, agents of the State cannot be allowed 

to act with impunity and, like all other citizens, must be held accountable for 
all contraventions of the law whether criminal or civil else others may be 
encouraged to follow leading to a state of lawlessness and chaos.  

 
The Christian Federation of Malaysia welcomes the announcement by the 
Prime Minister on 5.4.2019 that the Government will open a new 

investigation on the findings of SUHAKAM and, as reported, "will set up a 
group to study whether there is substance in the hearsay evidence used by 

SUHAKAM". Given the prolonged anguish, grief and anxiety suffered by the 
families of Amri Che Mat and Raymond Koh, the global publicity given to 
their disappearance and the alarming findings of SUHAKAM, it is hoped that 
the recommendations of SUHAKAM, among others, for the setting up, along 
the guidelines detailed by SUHAKAM, of a Special Task Force to investigate 

as cases of "enforced disappearance" and not missing persons, will be given 
due weight and adopted with alacrity and justice will be done and seen to be 
done for Amri Che Mat and Raymond Koh and their families.  
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The Christian Federation of Malaysia will explore every avenue available to it 
to bring the plight of the families of Amri Che Mat and Raymond Koh to the 
attention of the Government, Parliament and the Prime Minister. We call on 
all authorities to leave no stone unturned to locate with urgency and secure 
the immediate release of Amri Che Mat and Raymond Koh.  

 
Acts resulting in the "enforced disappearance" in Malaysia of its citizens 
strike fear and instill insecurity in Malaysians and visitors to Malaysia alike 

and have no place in a democratic nation. The cherished principles of the 
Rukunegara, the supremacy of the Constitution and the Rule of Law must be 

upheld without fear or favour. 
 

KEPERCAYAAN KEPADA TUHAN; 

KESETIAAN KEPADA RAJA DAN NEGARA; 

KELUHURAN PERLEMBAGAAN; 

KEDAULATAN UNDANG-UNDANG; 

KESOPANAN DAN KESUSILAAN 

 

 

 

Signed,     

 

 

  

Archbishop Julian Leow Beng Kim 

Chairman and the Executive Committee, 

The Christian Federation of Malaysia.  
 


